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POA Protest Action 

London (UK), 13.02.2013 

Parliamentary Drop-In against the closure of prisons 

Since the UK Government came to power, three years ago, 
claiming the need for making financial savings in the prisons 
system, it has closed down prisons equalling the loss of 2,250 
prison places. On 10th January 2013, it announced the closure 
of more prisons, leading to the loss of once more 2,600 prison 
places. 

Thus the UK Government neglects the problem of overcrowding 
in prisons, with the argument that the policy it has conducted so 
far, corresponds to a level of crowding which allows to run 
prisons in a manner that it is safe. 

The POA claim the opposite and refer in this respect to two 
authoritative reports conducted in the past, the Woolf Inquiry and the Mubarek Inquiry, denouncing the 
problem of overcrowding in prisons and recommending among others the housing of inmates as much as 
possible in cells on their own. 

Overcrowding prisons leads to greater levels of violence, drug 
use, and bullying behaviour and makes the efficient operation 
and management of prisons more difficult than it would 
otherwise be. 

The closing down of prisons does not only aggravate the 
problem of overcrowding, and with this, the problem of 
aggression in prisons, but it also means, for the staff of prisons, 
if they wish to remain employed in the service, that they will be 
replaced to another establishment, maybe far from home and 
family. 
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In order to draw the attention of Members of Parliament to all these problems, and insist that they would 
examine more closely the UK Government’s policy in closing down prisons, the POA set up a Drop-In in the 
House of Commons of the UK Parliament on 13th February 2013.  

 

Bert Van Caelenberg, Secretary General of Eurofedop, attended the rally and expressed his support for the 
POA Action on behalf of Eurofedop.  

 


